
Celebrating local nature and wild places that you notice in and around Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

 

December  

Aurora borealis may 

be spotted along the in 

dark areas if conditions 

are right 

Brown centipedes are in 

mouldering bark and 

leaves to keep warm 

Cormorants are frequently 

seen in Gosforth Nature Re-

serve in groups sitting in a 

tree 
@Peter Fawcett 

Fact! Dunnock 

have four different mating 

strategies 

Evergreen trees stand 

out in winter e.g Pine, 

Spruce  

Frosty mornings are 

common in winter, reflect-

ing sparkling winter sun-

light  

Goldcrest are often 

seen in coniferous trees 

searching for insects 

Holly adds a splash of 

bright red across the for-

ests 

Ivy crawls up houses 

and trees offering 

shelter to wildlife such 

as queen wasps 

Jelly ear fungus  

@John Baxter 

Kingfishers are a bright 

blue sight on a dark  

winters day 

Lichen flourishes in the 

damp winter air 

Mistletoe is a parasitic 

plant that grows high in 

trees, preferring less dense 

woodland with lots of light  

Nuthatches scuttle 

around trees looking for 

seeds and nuts 

Oak (English) supports 

lots of wildlife during the 

colder months 

Poecilocampa populi 

(Winter moth) is one of the 

few moths found in winter 

Fact! Quiescent is 

another word for dormant 

e.i inactive and resting 

Redwings can be seen 

eating berries on hedgerows 

Starling murmurations 

may be seen at this time of 

year  

Tufted ducks can be 

seen in many lakes 

Ulex europaeus (common 

gorse) adds colour to the 

winter landscapes 
 

Voles (field)  are active in 

winter, often building tun-

nels to their burrow, often 

hidden by snow  

Wading birds are seen 

on their winter migration, 

e.g Pink footed geese 

Xylaria hypoxylon 

(Candlesnuff fungus) can 

be seen growing on dead 

rotting trees  

Yew trees provide shelter 

for many birds and mammals  

Zoned Rossette fungus 

Now make your own A to Z of local wildlife and wildlife places that  you notice 
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Made by Amelia Jenkins, NHSN Student Naturalist 

Send photos or notes of the wildlife and wild places you 

see by email to nhsn@ncl.ac.uk or tag us on social media 

using #GosforthsWildWeb 
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