
SUPPLEMENT TO NORTHUMBERLAND’S BIRDS 1978-1984

The compilers, Bryan Galloway and Eric Meek, have provided the
following supplement detailing the significant changes and main additional
records from the date of publication of the original volumes to the end of
1984. The supplement has been published as a contribution to the orni-
thological records of the region by the Northumberland and Tyneside
Bird Club.

Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica
One at Whittle Dene in November 1984 was only the ninth noted inland.

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer
A further reservoir occurrence was one at Derwent in December 1984.

White-billed Diver Gavia adamsii
One was found dead at Boulmer on 4 March 1979 and one was in Holy
Island harbour on 25 November 1981. One in Druridge Bay on 17 June
1979 was considered valid by the County Records Committee but was not
accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee.

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
The number of successful breeding pairs continues to increase with nine
pairs in 1983, including three pairs which raised second broods.

Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena
The severe weather of early 1979 resulted in a ‘wreck’, the scale of which
had not been seen in the county since at least 1922. Between 21 January
and late April over 20 corpses were found and monthly records at the

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis
At the locality referred to in 1976 breeding success continued as follows:

1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
Breeding pairs 2 4 4 4 5 9 10
Young fledged no data 9 3+ 54 17 33 44
A few pairs are now rearing second broods.

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis
The breeding population continues to increase with, for example, 172
pairs on the Farne Islands in 1984.

Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea
Three flew N. at Hauxley on 24 September 1983 and in 1984 singles were
noted at St. Mary’s Island on 25 July, Seaton Sluice on 2 August and the
Farne Islands on 24 August.

Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis
Two were off Birling Carrs on 23 July 1983 and one off Holy Island on
4 September 1984.



Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus
Very heavy passage occurred off Seaton Sluice on | July 1979 when 1,198
flew N., again on 18 July 1981 when 924 flew N. and 4 August 1984 as
1,345 passed N. A Balearic Shearwater, P.p. maurentanicus, flew N. off the
Farne Islands on 1 August 1983.

Leach’s Petrel Oceanodroma leuchorhoa
The first records since 1954 involved three individuals in 1980. One was
found dead on Holy Island on 21 June, one arrived at North Shields on a
fishing boat on 26 September and one was found exhausted at Stannington
on 6 November.

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
A steady increase in the Farne Islands breeding population resulted in 341
pairs in 1982, including 140 pairs on the East Wideopens where they first
nested in 1981. Sightings of birds showing characteristics of the Contin-
ental race, P.c. sinensis, appear to be increasing and in 1984 24 were seen
between 12 February and 6 May including one inland at Seaton Burn.

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis
The steady increase in the Farne Islands breeding population has resulted
in annual counts as follows:

1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
Pairs 443 462 495 624 615 775 814
A winter count of 5,174 around the Farnes on 4 December 1984 was
remarkable.

Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax
The immature seen at Warkworth late in 1977 remained until 28 February
1978.

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides
One at Blagdon on 24 June 1979 was only the second record.

Little Egret Egretta garzetta
One flew over Holywell on 6 May 1978 and another was at Cresswell Pond
on 15 June 1980. These constitute the third and fourth records.

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea
One at Newton Pool on 22 September 1980 was only the third record.

White Stork Ciconia ciconia
One was at Tarset between 9-14 May 1978 with perhaps the same indi-
vidual near Otterburn on 16 May. Another was at Lynemouth on 13
April 1980.



Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia
One was at Cresswell Pond between 2-12 April 1979 and another was on
the Coquet Estuary on 12-14 May 1980. In 1981 records of one at Newton
Pool on 28 May, Lindisfarne on 31 May and near Ellingham on | June
probably referred to the same individual.

Mute Swan Cygnus olor
Breeding census in 1978 and 1983 revealed 29-30 pairs and 40 pairs
respectively nesting or attempting to do so. The Tweed Estuary herd
continues to increase with as many as 767 in August 1983.

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus
440 on Lindisfarne N.N.R. in December 1980 and 203 at Holywell Pond
in December 1983 were record counts for the respective areas. Sightings
of colour-marked birds in 1980, 1981 and 1984 indicated that the origin
of some, if not all, of our wintering birds is the Icelandic breeding popu-
lation.

Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus
1,200 in the Tweed Valley in October 1979 was the largest flock to be seen
since 1951 but 8,000 near Hoselaw Loch in October 1984 was far in excess
of the flocks of up to 4,000 noted by Bolam (1932).

White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons
In December 1984 60 N. over Bamburgh and 26 at Druridge Pool were

Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus
Two adults in the Budle Bay area from 15 January until 2 February 1978
was only the second county record.

Greylag Goose Anser anser
5,000 in the Tweed Valley in December 1979, 6,000 at Lindisfarne N.N.R.
in January 1982 and 1,000 at Hallington in December 1983 reflects the
continued increase in winter populations. Between 1978-1984 one-two
broods were reared at Holywell Pond and in 1984 broods were also reared
at Caistron and Cragside.

Snow Goose Anser caerulescens
Further records of up to 14 birds together in several localities in most
years are assumed to be associated with escapees from captivity.

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
A belated large skein of 500 passed N. over Lindisfarne on 5 May 1978
whilst an adult shot at Cresswell in October 1970 had been ringed in
Greenland in 1961.

Brent Goose Branta bernicla
A colour-ringed pale-bellied bird at Holy Island late in 1984 had been
marked in Denmark during May 1979.
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